A Burning Rage 
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A Burning Rage 

The Story of the Earth Liberation Front and the Animal Liberation Front, and their struggle against the destruction of life by global capitalism. 

The ELF and ALF are anarchist and anti-capitalist guerilla movements, leaderless and non-hierarchical, who operate in small anonymous cells. 

The two movements sometimes collaborate on actions. The goal of the ELF is to cause maximum economic damage to corporations and government agencies that harm life. The goal of the ALF is the same, as well as to liberate as many animals as possible from laboratories, factory farms, and other prisons. 

“When they first emerged in the mid-1990s, the environmental extremists, calling themselves the Earth Liberation Front, announced they were the burning rage of a dying planet. Ever since the ELF along with its sister group, the Animal Liberation Front, has been burning down everything from SUV dealerships to research labs to housing developments. In recent years, the so-called eco-terrorists have been responsible for more than a thousand crimes resulting in over a hundred million dollars in damage. And their tactics and rhetoric continued to escalate. Things have gotten so bad the FBI now considers them the country's biggest domestic terrorist threat.”

An ELF spokesperson:

“Comes down to this, we're faced with an enemy who had determined to destroy us. And we have no hope of negotiating a peace. Unless that changes, we are justified in doing anything we can to survive.”

The dominant ideology responsible for the destruction of life today is global corporate capitalism. 

This fundamentalist world view relegates people, the environment, even intangible things such as our hopes and our dreams, into marketable commodities, so that alienated Westerners can shop and fill up their ugly homes with a bunch of useless and boring plastic crap. It is a most sophisticated form of fascism. 

“Fascism should more appropriately be called Corporatism because it is a merger of State and Corporate power.” - Benito Mussolini

The same ideology which treats animals as a disposable industrial commodity also treats certain humans the same way. 

“This is the biggest active eco-terrorism in US history. Fire deliberately set on the night of August 1, 2003, that destroyed this nearly completed $ 23 million apartment complex just outside San Diego. A fire set to protest urban sprawl.”

“It's the biggest fire I've ever responded to as a firefighter.”

“By the time the fire burnt itself out the next morning, all that remained was a 12 ft long banner that read 'If you build it – we will burn it.' Also on the banner was the acronym ELF.”

“When you saw that banner, what went through your mind?”

“I knew I had a problem.”

“A problem because he knew what ELF stood for – the Earth Liberation Front, the most radical frange of the environmental movement. It's the same group that set nine simultaneous fires across the Vail Mountain ski resort in 1998 to protest its expansion, causing $ 12 million in damage. And the same group that left SUV dealerships across America looking like scenes from the Suni Triangle. Their way of protesting the gas-guzzling habits of American car buyers. The ELF is the spin-off of another group called the ALF, or Animal Liberation Front, whose masked members have been known to videotape themselves breaking into the search labs, where they destroy years of painstaking work and free captive animals. In recent years, they've kept off their visits by burning down the buildings. Still, they insist they are non-violent.”

“For every arson that I've carried out, there's probably been three or four that were not carried out for that fear of injuring somebody.” 

“Rod Coronado, a former ALF leader is widely credited with introducing arson to the cars. He spent four years in  prison for setting six fires, including this one at Michigan State University.”

“But why burn up a building down, aren't you putting people at risk when you do that?”

“It's simply because after years of rescuing animals from laboratories, it was heart-breaking to see those buildings and those cages refilled within the following days. And for that reason, arson is becoming necessary tool...”

“Coronado says the ALF and ELF operate in small, autonomous cells.”

“How many people on a cell?”

“I usually worked with five or less people.”

“Coronado says, these days he's simply an unofficial spokesperson for the ALF and ELF. And in that role he travels across the country giving lectures on the group's philosophies and tactics.”

“This is a incendiary device. It's a jug which you fill with gasoline/oil...”

“Many in law enforcement believe Coronado is still active in the movement as an organizer and recruiter. He recently found this GPS tracking device under his jeep, which he believes was planted there by the FBI.”

“But you have gone around the country and encouraged people to do this kind of thing..?”

“Encouragement through explanation and demonstration on my own actions.”

“In other words, you showed them how to set a fire.” 

“I showed them how I've set fires, I showed them how the ELF and the ALF...what their mode of operation is...”

“So you were going out, looking for people who were following your footsteps. Footsteps that landed you in jail.”

“I am asking for people courageous enough to take those risks for what they believe in.”

“It is action, alone, that counts. It is action, alone, that counts.”

ALF in da House! 

The ELF and ALF fought hard, but they faced many challenges. 

“Corporate scandals, recession, stock market declines, blackmail, terror, burning with hot irons, dripping acid on the skin, mutilation with electric drills, cutting out tongues and rape.

Our first goal is to show utter contempt for the environment. I have sent you a comprehensive energy plan to devastate communities, kill wildlife and burn away millions of acres of treasured forests.”

The regime tried everything to make people fear “the terrorists”. 

“And now that briefing with FBI Director Robert Mueller and Attorney General John Ashcroft.”

“Good afternoon. Today Director Mueller and Deputy Attorney General Comey and I want to announce developments in the war on terror. First, credible intelligence from multiple sources indicates that Al-Qaeda plans to attempt an attack on the United States in the next few months. Of this disturbing intelligence indicates Al-Qaeda's specific intention to hit the United States hard. Beyond this intelligence, Al-Qaeda's own public statements suggest that it's almost ready to attack the United States. Just after New Year's, Al-Qaeda announced openly that preparations for an attack on the United States were 70% complete.”

“The president of the United States.”

“Thank you all. Terror. Terrorists. Terrorism. Terror. Terror. Terror. Terrorist organizations. Terrorist attacks. Terror. Terrorist network. Terrorist attacks. Terrorist group. Terrorists. Terror. Terror. Terrorists. Instruments of terror. Terror network. Terrorist cells. Terrorists. Terrorizing. Terror. Terrorism. Terrorists. Tools of terror. Terror. Terror. And torture. Thanks for coming.”

But it wouldn't be long before the regime attacked “The Enemy Within.”

“If the FBI chase you around, it's not a good thing.”

“John Louis, a Deputy Assistant Director for Counterterrorism at the FBI is the man charged with stamping out eco-terrorism in the United States.”

“How many attacks are we talking about here?”

“Well, thousands.”

“Louis says the reason these groups are considered such a threat is because they've caused over a hundred million dollars' worth of damage nationwide. And he says there are more than a 150 investigations of eco-terrorist crimes under way.”

“Should these groups belong into the same category as, you know, what we've come to know as the 911 terrorists?”

“Sure. Absolutely. I mean, they are the no. 1, these eco-terrorists, these types of organizations, ALF, some of those types of groups. Absolutely. They are the no. 1 domestic terror threat we have. And those people who flew that airplane in, they weren't into that for money, they were in to send a message. Disobedience. Civil disobedience.” 

“To convicted eco-terrorist Rod Coronado, this is a tool of his trade. Recently, Coronado told college students how a milk jug could be turned into an explosive in guerilla warfare against a timber companies and research labs. Coronado should know. He was sentenced to 5 years for firebombing a university lab. Lately, he's been here. Fanning extremism and targeting the Pacific Lumber Company. This is a terrorist attack on our communities, jobs and way of life. At PALCO, we're committed to protecting our community.”

“They can't stand freedom. They hate what America stands for.”

“Freedom and democracy. Freedom and democracy.”

“These believes are the foundation of our civilized world.”

“And once they gain a foothold, they cannot be stopped.”

“Either you're with us, or you're with the terrorists.” 

In 2004, after years of harassment, the FBI finally managed to crack and brainwash an activist who suffered from a heroin addiction. They put him to work. 

If global capitalism is going to succeed, we must stop the ELF and ALF. 

I will return to the eco-anarchist milieu, and I will bring them down hard. 

Good. You will be a rich man. 

Yes, Agent Smith.

The informant travelled all across the US for over a year, recording conversations at wilderness gatherings, urban gatherings, even parties! 

The surveillance was intense, and the Sheriff vowed to...

“To hunt down, to find, to smoke out of their holes, they hide in cages. We'll get them out.”

The fascists planned an ambush and launched their attack. 

For those who merge ecology, animal rights, and anarchism in a vision of freedom for all living beings, it was a knife between the ribs. 

“The December 7, 2005 day raid on the Catalyst Infoshop was not an isolated event. Part of a four-state sting, nine people suspected of being radical environmental activists were arrested. Eleven were later indicted.”

“The indictment tells a story of four-and-a-half years for arson, vandalism, violence and destruction claimed that had been executed on behalf of the Animal Liberation Front or Earth Liberation Front. Today's indictment is a significant step in bringing these terrorists to justice.”

“Terrorism is terrorism. No matter what the motive. The FBI is committed to protecting Americans from crime and terrorism, including acts of domestic terrorism in the name of animal rights or the environment.”

A wave of arrests, indictments, subpoenas, harassment, surveillance, intimidation, raids and fear swept across the country. 

The repression became known as “The Green Scare,” a reference to “The Red Scares,” periods of intense persecution of anarchists and leftists from 1917–1920 and of communists from the late 1940's – mid-1950's. 

The arrested are threatened with huge jail terms. 

Some face mandatory life sentences PLUS more than 300 years. Those in jail are isolated in cold cells for 23 hours a day. 

In the face of this repression, some have cracked and are cooperating with the State, while others are resisting. While the snitches must be condemned, the resisters must be defended. 

Two weeks after his arrest, Bill Rodgers, aka Avalon, died in his Arizona jail cell. Knowing the fascists would keep him caged for the rest of his life, he made a “jailbreak.” This is an excerpt from a note he left for his comrades: 

“Certain human cultures have been waging war against the Earth for millennia. I chose to fight on the side of bears, mountain lions, skunks, bats, saguaros, cliff rose and all things wild. I am just the most recent casualty in that war. But tonight I have made a jail break – I am returning home, to the Earth, to the place of my origins.” 

Bill Rodgers, December 21, 2005 Winter Solstice

Some of the resisters...

!Chris McIntosh – ELPSN ceased support due to his racist and sexist beliefs adopted whilst in prison (Feb 2008)!

And... 

As well as many others who refuse to cooperate with this modern day Political Witch Hunt.

But the struggle continues...

We can roll back this wave of repression if we maintain our solidarity with each other against the Corporate State. 

If we see ourselves as part of a continuum of struggle, then even in our darkest hour, we know that daylight will soon come... and we will break free! 

“Our world is in peril. Gaia, the spirit of the Earth, can no longer stand the terrible destruction plaguing our planet. He sends five magical rings to five special young people to become power of Earth. With the power of fire.”

Nothing ever burns down by itself, every fire needs a little bit of help. 

Victory to People Everywhere Who Struggle for Life & Liberty Against Capital and State! 

For more info on the Green Scare & how to support the Resistance, visit: www.ecoprisoners.org 

